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WHAT? What are we talking about today? 

MUSIC | Summit Songs 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Invite kids to sing and dance along to Brave. 
SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us? 

SCRIPTURE | John 21:1-17 

• We're going to tell a campfire story today! 
• INSTRUCTIONS:. You can summarize the story in John 21:1-17 in the following way: 
• Does anyone know what Peter did right before Jesus was put on the cross? 
• Peter denied he was a follower of Jesus three different times! He was probably afraid 

that he might be captured like Jesus was, so he told people he had no idea who Jesus 
is.  

o Jesus had told Peter that this would happen. Even though Peter said he would 
never turn his back on Jesus, he did – just as Jesus predicted. 

o Peter's heart was broken. He was so excited that Jesus had risen from the dead, 
but he hadn't gotten the chance to talk to Jesus about what happened yet. 

o Have you ever done something wrong, like disobey your parents? Maybe 
they knew about it and you knew you'd be in trouble, but they haven't 
talked to you about it yet? 

• One day, the disciples were out fishing. A lot of time had passed but they weren't 
catching anything — nothing seemed to be going right! 

• Then, someone appeared and told them to cast the net on the other side of the boat. 
The net filled with a bunch of fish! 

• The disciples realized it was Jesus on the shore, and Peter was so excited, Peter 
jumped out of the boat and swam to shore to see Jesus.  

o When Peter got to shore, Jesus invited Peter to sit and eat. The other disciples 
followed after they brought the boat to shore. 
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o Jesus simply asked Peter if he loved Jesus. Of course Peter did! 
o Jesus gave Peter a mission to take care of Jesus' followers everywhere. 

• It didn't matter what Peter had done. Jesus wanted Peter to know that he was forgiven 
and chosen to do something special for God! 

THE BIG IDEA | Jesus gives encouragement. 

VIDEO | Rise Up, Episode 3 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week's video lesson. 

STORY | Campfire with Jesus 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story about a time when you noticed someone who needed 
encouragement. How did you know? What did you do? 

• How do you think Jesus knows when we need encouragement? 

VIDEO | Encouraging Words 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Show the supplemental video. Then, talk about the tips from the 
video to help encourage yourself or others around you. Ask your child to act out some of 
the tips. Film them and make your own encouragement video! 

o Laugh a little. 
o Make a gratitude list. 
o Sing your favorite song. 
o Dance. 
o Smile. 

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 4:1-2 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 4:1-2. 
• Can you imagine what would have happened to Peter if God didn't show mercy? 

God is a good God and shows us mercy. 
• Jesus encouraged Peter and told Peter there was a plan for his life even though Peter 

had done something disappointing. Jesus used this moment as a time to encourage 
Peter with words and actions. 

• Who do you need to show mercy and encouragement to today? 
 

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it? 

PRAYER 

• Dear God, thank you for encouraging us. You show us mercy and love even when we 
don't deserve it. Help us to show each other mercy. We want to be encouraging and 
loving like you. Amen. 
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DISCUSSION 

• What did Peter do that made him discouraged? 
• How many fish did the disciples catch before Jesus showed up? 
• What did Jesus ask Peter when he made it back to shore and talked with him? 
• Read Psalm 4:1. What can you do to find mercy and encouragement from God? 
• What can you do to encourage someone who is feeling down? 
• Can forgiving someone be a type of encouragement? How? 
• When are some times you need encouragement? Where can you find it? 

 
Being kind and saying encouraging words will go a long way to lift up the people around 
you, just like you are able to lift up your mountaineer with a simple string! Just like Jesus 
gives us encouragement, let's give encouragement to others! 

MEMORY VERSE | Romans 10:9 (NIV) 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Practice this month’s memory verse with the signs (a combination of 
SEE and ASL) we’ve provided. 


