
Part 3 — First Things First 
This week, Pastor Brandin wrapped up our series called The Gospel {and politics} by exploring what our 
priority should be as followers of Jesus as we seek to engage in politics.  As theologian Richard John 
Neuhaus reminds us, this is an endlessly difficult thing that continually sends us back to the drawing 
board in order to keep first things first. 

So, what is our top priority as Jesus people?  Well, the Apostle Paul tells us the gospel is of first 
importance.  For far too many Christians, the priority has been to “win” at politics.  When winning at 
politics becomes our top priority, we are run the risk of losing our focus on the one thing that Paul tells 
us has the power to save — the gospel. 

Discussion Questions 

1. When you find yourself in a conversation about politics, are you more likely to listen or to engage in 
debate?  How effective have you found your approach to be?  What are you using to measure 
“effectiveness”? 

2. The Apostle Paul writes to a Jesus community in the City of Corinth that was trying to figure out 
what it looks like to follow Jesus in a culture that was socially, ethnically, and politically diverse.  
Read his words to them in 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. 
• What stands out to you in what Paul wrote? 
• Why do you think Paul reminds them that the gospel is of first importance? 

3. Pastor Brandin pointed out that its possible for us to win the argument and lose the relationship.  
Can you think of a time in your life when you have experienced this?  How can this be true of our 

political arguments?  How does this impact our gospel witness?  

4. Read Matthew 5:43-48 and answer the following questions: 
• What does it look like to love our political enemies? 
• How can you apply the words of Jesus this week? 

Next Steps 
1. Make the gospel your top priority.   
2. Grow in gospel fluency.  

• Join us for our next series called The Gospel. 
• Get the Gospel Fluency Handbook by texting Book to (503) 379-1253. 
• Join a Nexus Small group by texting Gospel to (503) 379-1253. 


