
Part 3 — Discerning the Voice of God 
In the third week of our Frequency series, Pastor Brandin introduced us to a series of questions we can 
ask in order to help us understand if it is God’s voice we are hearing, our own voice, or the voice of our 
spiritual enemy. It’s important for us to understand that there are competing voices in our lives that 
sometimes make it difficult for us to hear and discern what God is saying to us.  This is evident in our 
theme text from John 10 — “The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.  But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice” (John 
10:3-5). 

Fortunately, God gave us His Word, which is a concrete example of His voice.  God’s voice will never 
disagree with His Word, so when we are wondering if God really spoke to us, we can ask ourselves, 
“Does it line up with the Bible?”  If our answer is yes, then we can ask ourselves, “Will it make me more 
like Christ?”  This is God’s goal for our lives as followers of Jesus.  Another filtering question is to ask 
ourselves, “Does Godly counsel agree?”  Getting input from mature believers around us is a good way 
to get clarity on what God is speaking to us.  And finally, we should ask ourselves, “Do I have a sense of 
peace about it?”  When God speaks, He will give us a sense of peace from the Holy Spirit. 

Discussion Questions 
1. Pastor Brandin talked about the importance of following Jesus in community with other 

believers and allowing them to speak into our lives.  Do you know someone mature in their 
faith that you can give permission to speak truth into your life?  If not, spend this week 
praying for God to show you someone who can give you Godly counsel.  

2. Share about a time when you sensed God speaking to you about a specific direction you should go 
in life.  How did you confirm that it was God’s voice and not your own thoughts, or those of the 

enemy?  What tips would you offer to the group? 
3. Why is it unwise for us to simply operate according to our own intuition?  Based on 1 John 4:1 and 2 

Corinthians 10:5, what practical steps would you take in evaluating your own intuition and 
thoughts? 

4. What do you think we should do if we are trying to hear God’s voice, but we don’t yet have a peace 

about what we sense He is telling us to do? 



Next Steps 

1. Recognize there is a better way to make life choices than trusting in your own wisdom.  

2. Confess that you often operate according to your own wisdom rather than allowing God to be your 
guide. 

3. Begin applying these filters to your decision-making process. 

4. Invest in relationships where you can gain/give wisdom. 

Prayer Focus 
This week, pray using 2 Corinthians 10:5 — “We take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ.”  As you go throughout your week and in your prayer life, challenge yourself to take every 
thought and spoken word and make them obedient to God’s word.


